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We are proud to welcome you to the New York County Academy of Family Physicians, a chapter of the American Academy of Family Physicians and New York State Academy of Physicians. We always welcome new chapter members, and any members of the AAFP who practice or reside in New York County are eligible. We are proud to include medical students, residents, fellows, and attending physicians amongst our ranks. 


Our mission is to keep NY area family docs involved in family medicine advocacy, special projects promoting our specialty, and forging partnerships with other medical professionals around New York City. We will also be addressing concerns, questions, and inquiries from doctors in training. 
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The chapter has been hard at work formalizing its structure as well as planning educational topics, future meetings, chapter newsletters and websites. 


Welcome your recently elected chapter officers: 


Linda Prine, MD: President


Meg Kearns-Stanley, MD: Vice President


Anjna Nain, MD: Secretary


Steve Tamarin, MD: Treasurer


Kathleen Klink, MD: CME Coordinator





We have held two meetings accredited for CME hours. In November, Dr. Rita Aszalos from Montefiore Medical Center presented “Using Buprenorphine in a Family Medicine Setting.” 


In January, Dr. Ben Kligler from the Beth Israel Center for Health and Healing presented on “Complimentary Therapies.” 


Thanks to both Dr. Azsalos and Dr. Kligler for their presentations.




















Welcome to our Inaugural Issue 


of NYCAFP News!
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NYSAFP Conferences 


July 24-25: NYSAFP Summer Cluster Syracuse Doubletree


November 13-14: NYSAFP Fall Cluster Prime Hotel, Saratoga Springs


STFM Conferences


October 29-31: Society of Teachers of Family Medicine North East Regional Meeting		 Hilton Rye Town, Rye, New York


AAFP Conferences


July 28-31: National Conference of Family Medicine Residents & Medical Students		      Kansas City, Missouri


October 11-13: AAFP Congress of Delegates	  Orlando, Florida


October 13-17: AAFP Annual Scientific Assembly, Orlando, Florida


WONCA Conference


October 13-14: World Conference of Family Doctors, Orlando, Florida

















The NYCAFP voted to support two resolutions at the NYSAFP Congress of Delegates, held in Albany, June 4-6, 2005. 


The first resolution sponsored by the NYCAFP concerns the reproductive health materials displayed on the patient education website sponsored by the AAFP, � HYPERLINK "http://www.familydoctor.org" ��www.familydoctor.org� and asked that the website be revised to reflect the AAFP’s policy regarding patients’ rights to receive comprehensive information from their physicians, by including information about medical abortion or by providing links to other sites where this information can be obtained.”  This resolution was passed following a “friendly amendment” and will be introduced at the 2004 AAFP Congress of Delegates in the following form: “Be it RESOLVED, that the patient education site familydoctor.org be revised to provide comprehensive information about reproductive health care, including information about all family planning options, including medical termination, adoption, and continuing pregnancy, or to provide links to other sites such as Associations of Reproductive Health Care Professionals where this information can be obtained.”


A second resolution calls for the NYSAFP and AAFP to investigate fairly priced liability insurance for family physicians who provide medical abortion in their offices. This resolution was referred by the State Congress of Delegates to the State Academy Board of Directors. The official language of the resolution is as follows: Be it RESOLVED, that the NY STATE ACADEMY establish a committee under the Public Health Commission to meet this year with representatives from PRI, MLMIC, and any admitted carrier authorized to write medical liability insurance in NY State, as well as with the NYS Commissioner of Insurance, to determine a fair and equitable policy for liability coverage for family physicians to prescribe Mifepristone for first trimester medical abortions. This effort should work to assure the family physicians who prescribe mifepristone should not be penalized with high liability surcharges. 














- 4 NYCAFP members attending the recent New York State Academy of Family Physicians Congress of Delegates in Albany, NY. One of our attendees was a resident. 


- NYCAFP Members will be presenting the following presentations at the upcoming AAFP Scientific Assembly and WONCA World Conference of Family Doctors conferences: 								Options Counseling for Unintended Pregnancy- R. Lesnewski & L. Prine 					Wednesday, October 13, 2004, 11:00 A.M.


Using the Manual Vacuum Aspiration Syringe for Incomplete & Spontaneous Abortion, Endometrial Biopsy, and Early Pregnancy Termination in Primary Care Outpatient Settings- L. Prine, M. Gold, E. Schaff      Saturday, October 16, 2004, 10:30 A.M.	 


- “Preventing Unintended Pregnancy: Implications for Physicians” an editorial by chapter member Ruth Lesnewski was published in the June 15, 2004 issue of American Family Physicians, the journal of the AAFP. 

















Contact: Anne Barash, SUNY Upstate Medical School 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:BARASHA@upstate.edu" ��BARASHA@upstate.edu�





I am looking to place 3rd year Clerkship students in the New York City area, and am hoping to find willing attendings to help with this task! The bulk of our students are from the New York City area, and unfortunately they tell me that they do not choose to go into Family Medicine because “there are no family doctors there.” 


I am most interested in private offices because this clerkship is the only one at this school where students get the opportunity to work with an attending. Students placed far away (more than one hour outside of Syracuse) take their classes online and only return to Syracuse for the final exam. 


My hope is to be able to recruit Family Physicians from the two thirds of the class that come form “downstate.” Thank you for your help. 









































NYCAFP Sponsored Resolutions for the Congress of Delegates

















Clerkship Opportunity








Upcoming Events and Conferences
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The NYCAFP is currently considering sponsoring a research forum, modeled after the successful research forums that have been sponsored by other Academies of Family Medicine. A forum would provide an excellent opportunity for those of us doing research to get feedback from our peers while continuing to hone our presentation skills. Stay tuned for more information. If you would like to be involved in the planning of this event, e-mail Linda Prine at lindaprine@earthlink.net.














Projects in the Works: Research Forum









































AAFP Activities of Chapter Members

































































































































































































































































Websites to Check out














Why We Need You











Our Upcoming Programs & The Future of Family Medicine











We’ll be on the Web Soon! Keep a look out for us!











NYCAFP
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New York, NY 10011
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Fax: 212-366-9321








E-Mail:


lindaprine@earthlink.net








With increased numbers and a stronger voice, we will be better able to advocate for New York City area family docs at regional and national meetings. 


The NYCAFP provides you with the opportunity to meet other family doctors who live or work in Manhattan and get involved with the AAFP on a local level. 


We also serve as an ideal community for residents to meet family doctors practicing in a variety of settings and learn more about what it means to be a practicing physician in New York City. 


Likewise, we invite and encourage New York area medical students to attend our meetings and meet residents and faculty from the Beth Israel and Columbia Family Practice Residency Programs. 

















1. Maintenance of Certification Program: The Maintenance of Certification program (or MOC) is designed to continuously measure ongoing competencies of practicing physicians, competencies that include medical knowledge, patient care, interpersonal and communication skills, practice-based learning, systems based practice and professionalism. The American Board of Medical Specialties has devised a four-part system to measure these 6 competencies and is working with the AAFP to phase in this new program. We will discuss what the MOC means for practicing family doctors, how to navigate through newly imposed requirements and discuss available resources.


2. Open Access Appointments: Open Access (also known as Advanced Access, or Same Day Scheduling) is a system of keeping the majority of a practice’s appointment slots for patients who call that day for routine, urgent or preventive visits. A small number of slots are reserved for follow-up visits or for patients who prefer to come in a day or two after they call for an appointment. The goals of an open access system are to reduce wait time for routine appointments as well as increase the likelihood that a patient will see his or her own primary care provider. Attend our session on Open Access to hear from others who have implemented this new system- and find out how to bring Open Access to your practice. Our program will include discussion of the development of contingency plans, reduction of demand for unnecessary visits and using fewer appointment types.


3. EMR: Promoted in the “Future of Family Medicine,” Electronic Medical Records are widely viewed as an ultimately cost-cutting and effective way to bring your family practice setting into the 21st century. EMR has the potential to change how a practice operates on a day-to-day basis. Clear definition of goals, strong project leadership, and staff flexibility have all been cited as crucial to successful EMR implementation. An upcoming program on EMR will discuss these issues as well as improved reimbursement, the expense of an EMR system, and patient confidentiality. Learn from your colleagues who have successfully “gone live” with EMR in their own practices and health centers and find out more about the pitfalls and surprises they’ve encountered along the way. 


A little bit on The Future of Family Medicine Project: Leaders from 7 national family medicine organizations initiated the Future of Family Medicine project to develop a strategy to transform and renew the discipline of family medicine to meet the needs of patients in a changing health care environment. The project’s final report and recommendations were published in the March/April 2004 issue of the Annals of Family Medicine, which can be found online at: www.annfammed.org/cgi/content/full/2/suppl_1/s3.


At all meetings, Food and Drinks Provided


Next Topic: Maintenance of Certification Program for Family Doctors


Date: TBA


Time: 7:00 PM 


Location: 16 East 16th Street, 6th Fl Conference Room, Directions: N, R, Q, W, L, 4, 5, 6 Subway to Union Square


N, R, Q, W, L, 4, 5, 6, to Union Square

















New York State Academy of Family Physicians: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nysafp.org/" �www.nysafp.org�


American Academy of Family Physicians: � HYPERLINK "http://www.aafp.org/" �www.aafp.org�





Get a Job (or change your job): � HYPERLINK "http://www.Fpjobsonline.org/" �www.Fpjobsonline.org�


New York Academy of Medicine: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyam.org/" ��http://www.nyam.org/�


Evidence Based Medicine Resource Center:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.ebmny.org/" ��http://www.ebmny.org/�
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